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	Quote 40: Hope can be ignited by a spark of encouragement.
	Student Name 40: Marina Banks 
	School Name 40: Dillard University 
	Year and Major 40: Senior/Sociology Major
	Email Contact 40: marina.banks@dillard.edu 
	Brief Bio 40: Hi my name is Marina Banks and I am a Southern California Native, attending school at Dillard University in New Orleans. On campus I serve as a student ambassador and first year student mentor. In my previous years I have been a member of the cheerleading squad, Sophomore class council, Junior class council, royal court, orientation leaders and much more. Through my involvement with my peers I have gained a passion for educating students on how to apply for scholarships ,in order to stay in college, as well as the importance of internship and fellowship opportunities, in order to be successful after college. I believe that education is a force that has the ability to tackle many of the social issues occurring today in society, such as poverty and high crime rates. There are far too many students receiving a subpar education, that is failing to prepare them for college. More time needs to be spent investing in their education because they are our future. My time outside of class and student government is spent working directly with youth in the community in order to attempt to make a slight difference in improving their educational experience and allowing them to realize their full potential. How can we expect youth to develop into leaders that are advocating for our needs, and fighting on the forefront to improve social issues, if we are not properly preparing them? 
	Post Graduation Plans 40: After graduation I am to going to law school to focus on public interest. After law school I have hopes of working with a non-profit that works to advocate for improved education for minority students. I want to eventually go into educational policy, in order to work in improving the school systems, specifically in urban communities. The public education system in America has been failing minority students for far too long and it is important that attention is brought to this issue. My ultimate goal in life is to work to improve the educational experience, provided by public school systems, in order to allow students the chance to succeed academically, and be granted with greater opportunities for their life after high school.
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