
 

 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Office of Postsecondary Education 

Washington, DC  20202 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

ON INSTITUTIONAL QUALITY AND INTEGRITY (NACIQI) 

 
Tuesday, December 16, 2025 

9:00AM – 5:00PM EST 

Registration Link for Public Attendees 

PLEASE NOTE: Dates and times listed on the agenda are subject to change without prior 

notice. Meeting access links for Agency Representatives, NACIQI Members, ED Staff, and 

Third-Party Commenters are different from the link listed above. 

 

Welcome and Introductions George Alan Smith | NACIQI Executive Director 

 

Introduction of Nicholas Kent George Alan Smith | NACIQI Executive Director 

 

Administration Greetings Nicholas Kent | Under Secretary of Education 

 

NACIQI Chairperson Election George Alan Smith | NACIQI Executive Director 

 

Consent Agenda and Procedures   NACIQI Chairperson 
 

  • Call for third-party oral comments  

• Call for removal of any items from the consent agenda  

• Move and second consent agenda  

• Call for vote on the consent agenda  

 

Consent Agenda/Compliance Reports: 

 
1. Accreditation Commission for Midwifery Education (ACME) 

NACIQI Primary Readers: Debbie Cochrane, Michael Poliakoff   

Department Staff: Stephanie McKissic 
 

2. American Physical Therapy Association, Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy 

(CAPTE) 

NACIQI Primary Readers: Robert Mayes, Kathleen Sullivan Alioto  

Department Staff: Paul Florek 
 

3. Middle States Commission on Higher Education (MSCHE) 
NACIQI Primary Readers: Arthur Keiser, Zakiya Smith Ellis 

Department Staff: Stephanie McKissic 

 

 

 

https://cvent.me/GOMz1Q
https://cvent.me/GOMz1Q
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Standard Review Procedures Overview NACIQI Chairperson 
 

• Primary readers introduce agency application 

• Department staff provides briefing 

• Agency representatives provide comments 

• Questions by NACIQI followed by response and comment from the agency 

• Third-party comments 

• Agency responds to third-party comments 

• Department staff responds to agency and third-party comments 

• Discussion and vote 

 

Compliance Report: 

New England Commission of Higher Education (NECHE) 
 

NACIQI Primary Readers:   Debbie Cochrane  

Gary Ransdell 

 

Department Staff:    Paul Florek 

 

Agency Representatives:   Larry Schall, President, NECHE 

 

Laura Gambino, Vice President, NECHE 

 

Paula Harbecke, Vice President, NECHE 

 

Michaele Wheelan, President, Wheaton College, 

Commission Chairperson, NECHE 

 

Christine Siegel, Provost, Fairfield University, 

Commission Vice Chairperson, NECHE 
 

Third-Party Commenters: None 

 

Compliance Report: 

WASC Senior College and University Commission (WSCUC) 
 

NACIQI Primary Readers:   Jennifer Blum  

Robert Shireman 

 

Department Staff:    Charity Helton 

 

Agency Representatives:   Maria Toyoda, President, WSCUC 

 

Christopher Oberg, Executive Vice President, 

WSCUC 
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Stephanie Huie, Vice President, WSCUC 

 

Mary Marcy, Commission Vice Chair, WSCUC 

 

Sharon Mayo, Commission Public Member, 

WSCUC 

 

Annie Cartwright, Partner, Husch Blackwell 

 

Julie Miceli, Partner, Husch Blackwell 
 

Third-Party Commenter: Allison Muth, Director of Veterans Services and 

Civic Engagement, Veterans Education Success 

 

General Topic Third-Party  

Commenters: Christopher Madaio, Senior Advisor, The Institute 

for College Access and Success 

 

 David Halperin, Attorney 

  

 Nicole Hochsprung, Assistant Director, Higher 

Education, American Federation of Teachers, AFL-

CIO 

 

Adjournment     NACIQI Chairperson 


