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Average Percentage of WSCUC Graduating Undergraduates 
in the IPEDS 6Yr FTFT Cohort 
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IPEDS First-time 
Full-time Graduation 

Rates

National Student 
Clearinghouse 
WSCUC PILOT

Graduation Rate 
Dashboard 

Measures Institutional Efficiency and 
Effectiveness and Student Success (Degree 
Attainment) ✔ ✔ ✔
of all Undergraduate Students First-time Full-time students 

in credit bearing courses
First-time: Full-time or Part-

time credit bearing courses Degree Seeking Students

Regardless of Time to Degree 4 or 6 year cohort 4 or 6 year cohort ✔
In an Annually updated format 4 or 6 year offset for cohort 4 or 6 year offset for cohort ✔
Disaggregated data by Race, Ethnicity, 
Gender ✔ ✗ ✗
Accounts for Non-continuing Students ✗ ✗ ✔
Tracks Individual Students and Accounts for 
their Transfer Activity ✗ ✔ ✗
Allows for National Comparisons Using a 
Range of Filter Criteria

Based on Participating 
Institutions

Based on Participating 
Institutions WSCUC Members

Provides Publicly Available Comparative 
Tools ✔ Private/Custom ✔
Gives Results in an Easy to Understand 
Graphical Format ✗ ✗ ✔
Expected completion rates are adjusted to 
the profile of students being served Under construction Under construction Under construction

Ideal Features

What are the features of an ideal 
Student-Success Measurement System?


Comparision Chart

		What are the features of an ideal 
Student-Success Measurement System?



		Ideal Features

						IPEDS First-time 
Full-time Graduation Rates				National Student Clearinghouse WSCUC PILOT				Graduation Rate Dashboard 

		Measures Institutional Efficiency and Effectiveness and Student Success (Degree Attainment)				✔				✔				✔

		of all Undergraduate Students				First-time Full-time students in credit bearing courses				First-time: Full-time or Part-time credit bearing courses				Degree Seeking Students

		Regardless of Time to Degree				4 or 6 year cohort				4 or 6 year cohort				✔

		In an Annually updated format				4 or 6 year offset for cohort				4 or 6 year offset for cohort				✔

		Disaggregated data by Race, Ethnicity, Gender				✔				✗				✗

		Accounts for Non-continuing Students				✗				✗				✔

		Tracks Individual Students and Accounts for their Transfer Activity				✗				✔				✗

		Allows for National Comparisons Using a Range of Filter Criteria				Based on Participating Institutions				Based on Participating Institutions				WSCUC Members

		Provides Publicly Available Comparative Tools				✔				Private/Custom				✔

		Gives Results in an Easy to Understand Graphical Format				✗				✗				✔

		Expected completion rates are adjusted to the profile of students being served				Under construction				Under construction				Under construction
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The GRD Timeline (so far) 
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Task Force on 
Retention and 

Graduation  
2012-13 

GRD Pilot I 2013-14 GRD Pilot II 2014  
GRD Annual 

Reporting 4 Years 
(2015-2018)  

Support and 
Outreach 

2016, 2017, 2018 

Review Teams Use 
GRD Data  

Spring 2018 

GRD Annual 
Reporting 2018 
(Due May 2018) 

This effort remains a strategic priority for the Commission 



What is the 
Graduation Rate Dashboard? 
 
6-  data points 
 
8-  years of trend 
___________________ 
2 completion measures 



How is this different than IPEDS? 

Cohort 
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Student Success Year-to-Year 
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The 6 Data Points 
1. Unduplicated headcount of undergraduate 

degree seeking students 
2. Total of number of successfully completed 

undergraduate units awarded by the 
institution 

3. Undergraduate degree recipient headcount  
4. Cumulative total of successfully completed 

undergraduate units awarded by the 
institution to graduating students 

5. Non-continuing student headcount 
6. Total institutional units of non-continuing 

students 9 



Unit Redemption Rate (URR) 

The unit redemption rate (URR) is the 
proportion of units granted by an 
institution that are eventually ‘redeemed’ 
for an undergraduate degree from that 
institution.  
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Note that all four colleges have an 80% graduation rate. 
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IMAGE HERE NON CONT STUDENT 
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Kayne West, The College Dropout 
2004 

Non-continuing students 



Non-continuing students may include 

• Inactive 
• Drop Out 
• Stop Out 
• Withdrawn 
• (Transfer Out) 
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Non-continuing students are those for the reporting year who: 
1) Successfully completed at least one unit in the previous year  
2) Did not graduate with a degree by the end of the previous year or in this year  
3) Completed no units in this reporting year. 
 



Absolute Graduation Rate (AGR) 

 

The absolute graduation rate (AGR) is 
the proportion of undergraduate degree-
seeking students entering an institution 
who eventually graduate from that 
institution.   
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The Graduation Rate Dashboard: 

Cohort 
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Unit 
Focused 

‘Sees' non-
continuing 
students 

Works on 
multiple time 

periods 
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GRD in Accreditation 
 

• Required annual reporting element 
• Analyzed by staff during Mid-Cycle Reviews 
• Required narrative element of student success 

component of the institutional self-study 
• Shared & discussed with peer review teams 
• Shared with the Commission  
• Publicly available on wscuc.org 
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What we learned so far… 
 

• Institutions that serve significant populations of 
non-traditional students appreciate the additional 
graduation measure. 
 

• Understanding a new method can be hard and 
data production is a challenge for some 
institutions. 
 

• Even high performing institutions benefit from 
looking at URR and Non-continuing students. 
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Comparative Data 

www.wscuc.org/
grdtools 
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https://www.wscuc.org/grdtools
https://www.wscuc.org/grdtools


Toward a Better Benchmark 

• What are the estimate predicted retention/graduation 
rates using IPEDS and WSCUC GRD-reported data? 
 

• What are the student characteristics that most impact 
the IPEDS and AGR and URR rates? 

 
• Can we provide interactive tools for institutional 

comparison and analysis? 
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Resource Documents 
 Use Cases 
 Whitepaper 
 Templates 
 Definitions 
 Source files 

 
www.wscuc.org/grd 
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http://www.wscuc.org/grd


Discussion 
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