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Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

www.fafsa.gov  /  1-800-4FED-AID 

• FAFSA launches January 1st 
of every year 

• High schools seniors apply 
on or after January 1st; 
adults can apply at any 
time 

• FAFSA and FAFSA help 
available in Spanish 



Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

www.fafsa.gov  /  1-800-4FED-AID 

• Simplified form 
 

• IRS data retrieval tool 
 

• Real-time PIN 
 

• FAFSA Completion Project 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
IRS Data Retrieval
Some applicants who have already filed their federal income tax returns may prefill the answers to some questions using the Internal Revenue Service Data Retrieval Tool (IRS DRT). But parents who are unmarried (as well as married parents who file taxes separately) will not be presented this option because the IRS DRT is not able to collect financial information separately for each of those parents.

The FAFSA has long been constructed to collect information about a student's parents only if the parents are married. As a result, the FAFSA has excluded income and other information from one of the student's legal parents (biological or adoptive) when the parents are unmarried, even if those parents are living together. Gender-specific terms also fail to capture income and other information from one parent when a student's parents are in a same-sex marriage under state law but not federally recognized under the Defense of Marriage Act. 

Same-sex married couples
Now reported as Parent 1 (father/mother/stepparent) and Parent 2 (father/mother/stepparent)

Unmarried parents living together
“Unmarried and both parents living together“ now reported

Traditional married couples
No change. Both parents must continue to provide their financial information on their son or daughter's financial aid application





Reach Higher Initiative 

Michelle Obama speaks to students in San Antonio, Texas 

The Reach Higher 
initiative is the First 
Lady's effort to inspire 
every student in America 
to take charge of their 
future by completing 
their education past high 
school, whether at a 
professional training 
program, a community 
college, or a four-year 
college or university 



Reach Higher Initiative 
The Reach Higher initiative will help 
make sure all students understand what 
they need to complete their education, 
including: 
 

 Exposing students to college and 
career opportunities 

  
 Understanding financial aid eligibility 

that can make college affordability a 
reality 

 

 Encouraging academic planning and 
summer learning opportunities 

 

 Supporting high school counselors 
who can help more kids get into 
college 

 



Data and College Access 

• SLDS Investments 
 

• Integration of FAFSA, college enrollment, persistency, 
completion, labor market data  

 

• Collective Impact 
• Strive 
• National League of Cities 
• Michigan Local College Access Networks 

 

• Indicators 
• FAFSA 
• Postsecondary enrollments 
• Concurrent enrollments 
• Reducing remediation rates 



Upcoming Competitions 

• Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate 
Programs (GEAR UP) 

    Opening date in the next couple of weeks 
 

• Training Program for Federal TRIO Programs 
    OPEN for Applications (Application Deadline May 23rd) 
 

• Promoting Postbaccaalaureate Opportunities for Hispanic 
Americans Program (PPOHA- Title V) 

    OPEN through May 30th 
 

• First in the World (FITW/FIPSE grant – in clearance) 
    Tentative opening date of May 16th  



FROM COLLEGE INTENDING TO 
COLLEGE ATTENDING:  

Strategies to mitigate summer melt 
 

Benjamin L. Castleman 
University of  Virginia 

 
Lindsay C. Page 
University of  Pittsburgh 

 
 

Research made possible by generous funding from the Abell Foundation, the Michael & 
Susan Dell Foundation, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the Heckscher Foundation for 
Children, the Lindback Foundation, NASFAA, the Spencer Foundation, the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board, and the William T. Grant Foundation.  



Revisiting the concept of  summer melt 

Summer melt is a term traditionally used by college 
admissions officers to describe the phenomenon 
that students pay a deposit to attend a particular 
college but do not matriculate at that college the 

following fall. 
 

Here, summer melt describes the phenomenon that 
college-intending students fail to enroll in college at 

all in the fall following high school graduation. 
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Magnitude of  the summer melt problem 

Percentages indicate the share of  college-intending 
students that do not enroll anywhere in the fall 
following high school graduation 

Boston, MA 
21% 

Providence, RI 
33% 

Philadelphia, PA 
32% 

Fulton County 
22% 

Dallas, TX 
28% 

Fort Worth, TX 
44% 

Albuquerque, NM 
29% 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Up until several years ago the summer after high school was largely overlooked as an important time period in students’ transition to college. But as we show on this map, drawing on data that we and our colleagues have collected over the last several years, summer melt occurs across the country and at surprisingly high rates. In Boston, MA and Fulton County, GA, one in five college-intending students fails to matriculate. In Dallas TX and right here in Philadelphia, closer to 1 in 3 fail to realize their college plans.




The summer melt problem 

Even after being accepted to college and choosing where to attend, 
low-income students face many hurdles to college enrollment… 

FAFSA verification 

Award letter review 

Supplementary loan 
applications Tuition payment plan 

set-up 

Unanticipated fees 
(orientation, housing, etc.) 

Health insurance applications 
and waivers Housing applications 

Orientation and placement 
test registration 

…but typically have little access to professional help. 
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Summer melt 
intervention 
strategies 

HS counselor outreach 

Text-based 
information 
& outreach 

Outreach via HS-
university partnership 

Peer 
mentor 

outreach 

Navigating complexity 
 

Simplifying information 
 

Facilitating access to 
support 



Summer counselor outreach: Improved enrollment & 
persistence 
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• Levels of  statistical significance: ~ p <0.10 * p<0.05 ** p<0.01 

Impacts largest 
among students from 

the lowest-income 
backgrounds 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have assessed the impact of several different strategies to mitigate summer melt using randomized controlled trials.  This figure reveals that proactive outreach from a counselor or financial aid advisor improves timely fall enrollment as well as persistence through the first and into the second year of college. 



Text & peer mentor outreach: Increased enrollment among 
students with little college planning support 
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on initial enrollment  

Text message
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• Levels of  statistical significance: ~ p <0.10 * p<0.05 ** p<0.01 

Impacts largest 
among students in the 

middle of  the 
academic distribution 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have also assessed the impact of outreach via text messaging and outreach from peer mentors.  Both strategies, and the text-based outreach in particular, were impactful for improving timely enrollment particularly among students likely to have little access to other college-going supports. 



Outreach from university-stationed counselor: Improved 
timely enrollment among Hispanic males 
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Impact of  university and high school outreach on timely college 
enrollment on students planning to attend the state flagship university 

University outreach HS outreach Control

** 

• Levels of  statistical significance: ~ p <0.10 * p<0.05 ** p<0.01 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have also assessed the impact of counselor outreach when counselors are stationed at students’ intended postsecondary institution versus being stationed at the high school from which students graduated.  In this intervention, we were focused on high-performing students who had been admitted to the state flagship university.  For many students, timely matriculation rates are high.  For the subgroup of students who experience more substantial melt – Hispanic males – we find that university-side outreach is very impactful for improving timely fall matriculation. 



Forthcoming this fall:  
 
 

Summer Melt: 
Supporting Low-Income Students 
through the Transition to College 

 
 

Benjamin L. Castleman 
Lindsay C. Page 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Ben Castleman 

castleman@virginia.edu 
 

Lindsay Page 
lpage@pitt.edu 
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