WHITE HOUSE INITIATIVE ON EDUCATIONAL
EXCELLENCE FOR HISPANICS

R

estoring the country to its role as a global leader in education, strengthening the Nation by expanding educational
opportunities and improving educational outcomes for Hispanics of all ages, and helping ensure that all Hispanics
receive an education that properly prepares them for college, productive careers, and satisfying lives.

The future of our nation is inextricably linked to the future of the Hispanic community – Hispanics are the largest and fastestgrowing minority group, and will represent 60 percent of our nation’s population growth between 2005 and 2050. However,
Hispanics have the lowest education attainment levels of any group in the United States.

Who We Are

Our Purpose

The White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for
Hispanics (Initiative) was originally established by
President George H.W. Bush in 1990 to address the
educational disparities faced by the Hispanic community.
Since then, the call to address these within the Hispanic
community has been recognized by Presidents William J.
Clinton and George W. Bush and more recently by
President Barack Obama through the renewal of the
Initiative.

The Initiative works directly with stakeholders, linking
together key individuals and organizations from across the
country to increase awareness of educational inequalities
that persist and communicate and share programs and
resources available to the community. Initiative staff work
alongside the Commission and a national network of
community leaders to provide real-time input and advice
on the development, implementation, and coordination of
education policy and programs that impact the Hispanic
community. A key priority for the Initiative is the
coordination of the Federal Interagency Working Group
(Working Group) on Educational Excellence for Hispanics,
consisting of senior officials from the White House and
other Federal Agencies to focus on different aspects of the
educational system or challenges facing Hispanics. The
Working Group’s collective efforts aim to increase the
participation of the Hispanic community and HispanicServing Institutions (HSIs) in the Department's programs
and other education activities.

On Oct. 19, 2010, President Obama signed Executive
Order 13555, renewing the White House Initiative on
Educational Excellence for Hispanics. This commitment
demonstrated the president's strong support for the
critical role Hispanics play in the overall prosperity of the
nation and highlights the administration's commitment to
expanding educational opportunities and improving
educational outcomes for all students.

What We Do
Today, through public-private partnerships and in concert
with the President’s Advisory Commission on Educational
Excellence for Hispanics (Commission), the Initiative
advances a strategic policy and outreach agenda to tackle
critical education challenges:




Improving availability of and access to high-quality
early learning programs for Hispanic children;
Dramatically increasing the number of Hispanic high
school graduates;
Ensuring more Hispanic students enroll in and more
importantly, complete college.

All of this is focused on getting students college and
career ready for the jobs of the 21st-century and to
guarantee they can compete globally, restoring the United
States to being first in the world in terms of proportion of
college graduates.
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Key Objectives

6.

The Initiative’s objectives are to increase educational
opportunities, improve educational outcomes, and
deliver a complete and competitive education for all
Hispanics. The Initiative promotes, engages, encourages,
and undertakes efforts designed to meet these
objectives by:
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

7.

Increasing awareness of the educational challenges
faced by Hispanic students;
Increasing the percentage of Hispanic children who
enter kindergarten ready for success by improving
access to high-quality programs and services that
encourage the early learning and development of
children from birth through age 5;
Implementing successful and innovative education
reform strategies in America’s public schools to
ensure that Hispanics students receive a rigorous
and well-rounded education and have access to
student support services that will prepare them for
college, a career, and civic participation;
Ensuring access to excellent teachers and school
leaders, in part by supporting efforts to improve the
recruitment, preparation, development, and
retention of successful Hispanic teachers and school
leaders responsible for the education of Hispanic
students;
Reducing the dropout rate of Hispanic students and
helping Hispanic students graduate from high
school prepared for college and a career;

Increasing college access and success for Hispanic
students and providing support to help ensure that a
greater percentage of Hispanics complete college and
contribute to the goal of having America again lead the
world in the proportion of college graduates by 2020;
and
Enhancing the educational and life opportunities of
Hispanics by fostering positive family and community
engagement, improving the quality of, and expanding
access to, adult education, literacy, and career and
technical education, as well as increasing opportunities
for education and career advancement in the fields of
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.
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President’s Advisory Commission on Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans
Appointed by the President, the Commission is chaired by Dr. Eduardo Padrón and is composed of outstanding individuals who
represent a variety of sectors with relevant experience in education, philanthropic and labor organizations, research institutions,
corporate and financial institutions, nonprofit and community-based organizations, HSIs and other college and university
presidents. The Commission advises the President and the U.S. Secretary of Education on matters pertaining to the educational
attainment of the Hispanic community. The Commission meets periodically and works on the following key priorities for the
Administration and Initiative through established subcommittees:


Early Learning – increasing access and support for high quality early learning for Hispanic children



K-12 Education – increasing high school graduation rates among Hispanic students, and increasing the number of Hispanic and
bilingual teachers



Postsecondary Education – increasing rates of postsecondary completion among Hispanic students

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/W.H.I.onEducationExcellenceforHispanics
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@HispanicEd
SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER
http://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/list/hispanic-initiative/nuestra-iniciativa.html
VISIT OUR WEBSITE
http://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/list/hispanic-initiative/index.html
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