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On April 3-4, 2014, the White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (WHIAAPI), in 
coordination with Payu-ta Inc., held its first Community Tour and Regional Summit outside the 
contiguous U.S., in Guam. Over 200 community leaders and 25 federal representatives made 
recommendations regarding action on topics such as housing, veterans issues, economic development, 
education, and health equity, and vowed to tackle those issues upon return to Washington, DC and their 
respective agencies.   

To secure follow-up on the recommendations made during the Summit, WHIAAPI established the Pacific 
Island Task Force (PITF) comprised of agencies represented at the Summit:  

1. Environmental Protection Agency 
2. Department of Commerce 
3. Department of Education 
4. Department of Health and Human Services 
5. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 

6. Department of the Interior 
7. Department of Labor 
8. Department of Veterans Affairs 
9. Small Business Administration 
10. White House Initiative on AAPIs 

 

The Pacific Island Task Force will function for at least one year, via quarterly calls, and will strive to 
produce meaningful actions to address some of the recommendations raised during the Guam Regional 
Summit by September 2015. In particular, the Pacific Island Task Force aims to: 

1. Engage agency officials around the specific needs of Pacific Islanders in order to increase 
opportunity and access to federal programs, with a specific focus on supporting non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) in the region. 
 

2. Ensure the inclusion of the Pacific region in grant programs, where possible. 
 

3. Develop capacity building and technical assistance support for NGOs in the Pacific region to 
address specific needs. 
 

4. Promote data disaggregation and generation with federal partners to include Pacific Islanders. 
 

The PITF has made significant efforts in engaging federal agencies to increase opportunity to federal 
programs, develop capacity building and technical assistance, and promote data disaggregation: 

 WHIAAPI increased federal engagement on Pacific territory policy concerns through forming the 
Pacific Island Task Force and coordinating quarterly PITF meetings. Furthermore, WHIAAPI seeks 
to raise awareness of and address the need for more capacity building and technical assistance 
for NGOs in the Pacific region. In January 2015, WHIAAPI hosted a technical assistance training 
on federal grant writing to support Pacific Island competitiveness for and access to federal 
resources and grant programs.  
 

 The Department of Interior’s (DOI) Office of Insular Affairs (OIA) has been committed to building 
leadership and professional capacity for AAPIs in the U.S. In August, 2014, Assistant Secretary 



for Insular Affairs, Esther Kia‘aina, convened federal interagency and community meetings with 
leadership from the Freely Associated State governments and Micronesian community in 
Honolulu.  Through those meetings and a convening in Guam, OIA seeks to identify 
opportunities for collaboration informed by community perspectives.  These outreach meetings 
are critical to receiving affected jurisdiction and community priorities to further inform DOI’s 
Compact Impact efforts. 
 

 On August 1, 2014, The U.S. Treasury launched the U.S. Treasury State Small Business Credit 
Initiative in support of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) to create new businesses and jobs in 
American Samoa. This modification to the ASG State Small Business Initiative Program could 
potentially create 50,000 new businesses and 400,000 new well-paying, non-exportable 
medical, health, and health related jobs to support implementation of the ACA. The ultimate 
goal of the program is to expand healthcare to all American Samoans and create significant 
numbers of new jobs to the economy of American Samoa. The program will also provide 
American Samoans equity, ownership interest, and private health insurance.  
 

 The Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Economic Analysis’s (BEA) territorial economic 
accounts improved the quality and quantity of economic data for the Pacific Islands. The 
economic data is used by businesses and governments to make informed economic and financial 
planning decisions and for policy makers to assess the impacts of their decisions on economic 
growth. The territorial economic accounts are a joint effort between the OIA, which provides 
funding for the project, and the BEA. The BEA’s long term goals are to expand the accounts to 
include supplementary estimates such as personal income and saving, and ultimately, to fully 
integrate the territories into the U.S. national income and product accounts (NIPAs). In the near 
term, BEA will work with the territorial government offices to produce customized estimates 
that focus on vital sectors of the economy for each territory.  

 

Looking forward, the Pacific Island Task Force intends to focus its efforts on achieving the following by 
September 2015: 
 

Target 1) PI TF support revisions to Grants to the Outer Pacific report to improve the 
information included within the document, and provide greater understanding of Insular Areas 
participation in and access to federal programs.  
 
Target 2) PI TF will develop additional guidance to program staff for improving and increasing 
Pacific territory participation in agency grant programs.  
 
Target 3) The PI TF will create a “one-stop” webpage for accessing information on federal 
programs available to the Insular Areas and technical assistance and resources to assist grant 
applications and management. 


