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College Choice: Consumer Information Tools 

CATC* with 
Scorecards 

•Quick view  -- 5 key data elements -- of 
institutions on critical measures to help 
students decide where to consider 
applying 

College 
Navigator 

•More detailed information about 
institutions to help students 
decide where to apply 

Financial Aid 
Shopping 
Sheet 

• “Know Before You Owe” Model Aid 
Offer Form with graduation & default 
(or repayment) rates to help students 
decide where to enroll 

CFPB’s Paying 
for College 
Tool 

•Private sector (or 
gov’t) tool to 
facilitate 
comparisons of 
aid offers  

5 key data elements include:   
(1) net price,  
(2) graduation rates,  
(3) default (or repayment) rates;  
(4) mean and median debt; and  
(5) employment outcomes. 

ED produced 

Institution produced 

Private Sector or Gov’t 



College Scorecard 
 Stage of Choice Process: Identifying where to apply 
 Launched on the College Affordability & 

Transparency Center in February 2013 
 Designed to help prospective students and their 

families as they begin to evaluate options for their 
investment in higher education 

 Provides key measures of college affordability and 
value to help prospective students identify 
institutions best suited to their goals, finances, and 
needs 

 http://collegecost.ed.gov 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Starting point for prospective students.Mentioned in 2013 State of the Union and launched the following dayScorecard includes key institutional metrics, as opposed to Navigator which has much more info about institutions.Can dig much deeper in Navigator both in terms of information available and in terms of search ability.

http://collegecost.ed.gov/


University of Phoenix Online (For-Profit Institution) Northeast Alabama Community College 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Examples of the current Scorecard tool. Picture on the left is of Columbia University in New York and picture on the right is of University of Indiana at Bloomington. You notice the “Employment”  section is still underway and has not yet been revealed– released October 2013. 



College Scorecard Data 
Metric Where does the Data Come From Source 

Costs • Average net price for undergraduates at the institution for 
academic year 2011-12. 

• Comparison - Average net prices among institutions that 
primarily grant the same level of award.  

• Changes in net price – Looks at 2008 – 2010 

IPEDS 

Graduation 
Rate 

• First-time, full-time degree or certificate-seeking 
undergraduate students who began at the institution.  

• Comparison – institutions who grant primarily same type 
of degree.   

• Primarily bachelor’s degree-granting -  students beginning 
in Fall 2006 and seeking a bachelor’s degree (6 years).  

• Primarily associate’s degree-granting institutions and 
primarily certificate-granting institutions, the graduation 
rate displayed is for students beginning in Fall 2009 (3 
years). If the institution reports transfer out rates for first-
time, full-time students, that rate is displayed as well. 

IPEDS 



College Scorecard Data 
Metric Where does the Data Come From Source 

Loan Default 
Rate 

• Institution’s three-year Federal student loan cohort 
default rate.  

• Percentage of an institution’s borrowers who entered 
repayment on certain Federal student loans in federal 
fiscal year 2010 (between October 1, 2009 and 
September 30, 2010) and who defaulted before 
September 30, 2012. The national cohort default rate is 
also displayed. 

NSLDS 

Median 
Borrowing 

• Data represent all undergraduate borrowers who 
graduated or withdrew from the institution between 
July 1, 2011, and June 30, 2012.  

• All Federal loans for undergraduate study, including 
Parent PLUS loans, are included for this cohort of 
borrowers.  

• Estimated monthly repayment amount has been 
calculated using the Department’s standard graduated 
repayment calculator based on an interest rate of 6.8% 

NSLDS 

Employment • ED is working to provide information about the average 
earnings of former undergraduate students 8 



   College Navigator Tool 



Shopping Sheet 
 Standardized, clear, and concise format for 

providing prospective students their personalized 
financial aid offer 

 Designed to help prospective students and their 
families better understand the costs of college 
before making the final decision on where to enroll 

 Transparently and consistently providing 
information to all students 

 Over 2,000 institutions have adopted 
 



Financial Aid Shopping Sheet 
 

Institution must use this form for service members and 
veterans if they sign on to the principles of excellence but 
our preference would before them to use this type of 
form for all students. 

Current “graduation rate survey” as 
reported to the National Center for 
Education Statistics under IPEDS 

Current “cohort default rate” as 
calculated by the Department 

NEW “median debt” calculated by the 
Department 



Websites 
• College Scorecard: 

http://collegecost.ed.gov/scorecard/  
• College Navigator: 

http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/  
• Financial Aid Shopping Sheet: 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/guid/aid
-offer/index.html  
 

http://collegecost.ed.gov/scorecard/
http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/guid/aid-offer/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/guid/aid-offer/index.html


Navigating The College Application Process 
– Direct Service 

Presenter: Alex Hitch 
 



Latino Student Fund’s 
Mission 

The mission of the Latino Student 
Fund (LSF) is to provide opportunities 
for a strong academic foundation for 
underserved PreK-12th grade students 
of Hispanic descent and to promote 
higher education and professional 
leadership.  

 



LISTO College Prep 
• Summer 2010  

• Launched week-long summer workshops for high school students 
and parents 

• 2010-2014 
• Saturday workshops in addition to week-long workshops to reach 

more students and parents in the community  
• Academic Year, 2014-2015  

• Expanded LISTO to an intensive, year-round college preparation 
program that builds on the success of the LISTO workshops 

 
 



LISTO Program Model 
• Cohort Model  
• Saturday Workshops 
• Elevating students and their accomplishments 
• Exposure to a variety of colleges and universities  
• Specific Grade level Objectives  
• Community Connections 
• Affiliation with public school 
• ACT Preparation Courses 
• Summer Orientation 

 



Key Objectives of LISTO 
Cohort Program 

1. Facilitate participants’ successful transitions to and through high school 
2. Prepare participants for a successful college application, admission, and 

transition process 
3. Promote financial literacy and financial aid awareness 
4. Prepare students to successfully enter a competitive global economy 
  

• 100% of 12th grade participants submit at least four complete college 
applications 

• 100% of 12th grade regular participants who graduate on-time are accepted at 
a post-secondary institution  

 



Working with Hispanic 
Students 

• Supplementing high school resources for students and 
families 

• Highlighting the college application and financial aid process 
• Connecting students with other Hispanic college students and 

/or professionals 
• Staff Accessibility  
• Hiring and retaining staff with different perspectives & 

experiences 
• Exposure to multiple higher education options 

 



Key Improvement Areas 
• Parent Involvement  
• Communication Mediums  
• Expanding college options 
• Student/ School Expectations 

 



Contact Details 
• Website:   www.latinostudentfund.org 

 
• Email:  ahitch@latinostudentfund.org 

 
• Phone Number (202)-244-3438 

 
Thank you 

http://www.latinostudentfund.org/
mailto:ahitch@latinostudentfund.org
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