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Financial Aid Toolkit 
• Consolidates and organizes FSA resources and content 

into a searchable online toolkit  

• For organizations and individuals that interact with, 
support, or counsel students and families on funding a 
postsecondary education 

• Replaces 
FSA4counselors.ed.gov 

FSA4counselors Website 



Home Page 
Site structured 
around four main 
content areas: 

• Learn About 
Financial Aid  

• Conduct 
Outreach 

• Get Training 

• Search Tools and 
Resources 



Search Tools and Resources 
• Searchable 

database of 
resources  

• Filter your search 
by: 
• Resource Type 

(e.g., videos, 
presentations, 
how to guides) 

• Audience Type 
• Topic (e.g., FAFSA 

completion, loan 
repayment) 

• Time of Year 



Search Tools and Resources 
• Results display in 

the search page  

• Results include: 
• Link to 

open/download the 
resource 

• Short description 
• Links to related 

resources 

• You can refine your 
search criteria  

• You can subscribe 
to RSS feed to be 
notified when a 
resource is added 
or updated 
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uAspire 
 works to ensure that all 

young people have the 
financial information 

and resources necessary 
to find an affordable 

path to – and through – 
a postsecondary 

education 



uAspire Program Model 

PREPARE 
Fight the misperceptions of 
college costs that derail 
students early in their high 
school careers 

7th-11th 
Grade 

AFFORD 
Guide students through the 

financial aid process, securing 
financial aid and enabling  good 

decision-making 

12th 
Grade 

SUCCEED 
Support students throughout their 

postsecondary career, helping them reach their 
goal of college graduation 

College 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Claire



uAspire’s Plan for Growth with Quality 

Prove our model  
and build  

credibility by providing 
direct services to students 

and families in 3-5 markets 
across the country 

Use impact data, scalable 
best practices, and a 

network of knowledgeable 
practitioners, to influence 

policies and practices within 
city, state, federal and higher 

education circles 

uAspire serves 15,000+ students a year through its 
direct service model. 

50% of our advisees are Hispanic. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1:1 college affordability advising and group workshops 

15,000+ students per year 

School, community, and college partnerships

Massachusetts – Miami, FL – Bay Area, CA

T&TA
College affordability training and support to frontline practioners

300+ practioners per year  
          
District-, school-, and community organization level partnerships

National





Working with Hispanic Students 

What is a ‘free ride?’  
Introduce concept of scholarships vs borrowing  

Lack of awareness of necessary steps to unlock aid and 
admission 

Translation of financial aid materials is critical  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Elsa
This is the land of opportunity! Therefore college, you can get in and you can get a full ride. (A lot of families that we meet with in Lawrence will say "of but my friends kid got a full ride". The probability is that the child isn't paying anything out of pocket but still has a lot of loans but because the family isn't paying for it out of pocket they have assumed and communicated to their friends that their child got a full ride)  
Most are unaware of what you have to do in High School to get into College (Grades, Extracurricular activities, MCAS)
Lack of understand of the college admission process in the US (In other countries you just give a picture ID, get signed up and pay)
Literature must be translated clearly, including terms that the parents can understand




Working with Hispanic Students 

Students are often adults in the home, making complex 
financial decisions 

Family/Community integral to Hispanic students, 
affecting college decision making and behavior 

Pressure amongst community to pursue specific 
pathways 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many students are adults at home. They have been paying bills, writing checks for their families. Therefore they will most likely be the ones making the decision on whether they should borrow a parent plus loan or not. 
Most Hispanic students have been making educational and financial decisions for their families from a very young age (due to language barriers most students are translating and help their parents make decisions about education and finances)
Family & Community are big to Hispanic students (Which causes lower levels of social integration because they thrive from being around family. Check out page 13 of the White paper attached) �
Pressure in the Hispanic community to study Law, Medicine, or Business. (Lack of understanding of other career options or majors) Known as the "what are you going to do with that" phenomenon.




Working with Hispanic Students 

Greater impact from counselors/advisors who can relate 
culturally and linguistically 

Aspirations high even when support appears low 

Pressure to support family drives decision making and 
impacts finances greatly 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Living on campus isn't always acceptable or looked at highly especially for females. (This presents a big issue for Hispanic's especially because community is essential to the Latino student and its a lot harder to build community or a support network in college if you don't live on campus) 
The more the advisor or counselor can relate to the student language & culture wise. The more open the student and family will be. 
College is emphasized although the support might not exist due to lack of knowledge
****Pressure to help your family! The thought is that eventually you will have a job due to college that will allow you to full support your family or at least your parents. (This is by far the biggest one to keep in mind. This will determine whether the student wants to stay home & commute, work while their in college or take on a career simply because it earns a lot of money and its a way to finally help their family) Further discussion on page 9 of the White Paper i sent you. 
 Latin parents are pushing college and also emphasize to their children that they should be studying and getting good grades. Yet the surroundings are not a reflection of how it should be done, for example reading, studying etc





Contact Information  

 

Visit us at: www.uaspire.org 
 

 Claire Dennison, Vice President of Programs – 
claired@uaspire.org 

 Elsa Martinez-Pimentel, Asst Director, Eastern Massachusetts –   
elsam@uaspire.org 

 

 

mailto:claired@uaspire.org
mailto:elsam@uaspire.org
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