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Sixth Annual President’s Interfaith and Community Service Campus 
Challenge National Gathering 

Thursday, September 22, 2016 

11:00am-1:00pm: Registration 
Gallaudet University  
Elstad Auditorium 
800 Florida Ave NE  
Washington, DC 20002 
 

Thursday September 22 
12:55-2:30pm 
Where Do We Go From Here: Creating Safe & Supportive Educational Environments in a 
Global Society 

• Welcome from Gallaudet University 
o President Roberta Cordano  

• Armchair Conversation with Tina Tchen, Chief of Staff, Office of the First Lady, White House  
o Moderated by Carrie Hessler-Radelet, Director, Peace Corps 

• Comments 
o Carrie Hessler-Radelet, Director, Peace Corps 

• Dance by Gallaudet Dance Company 
• Update from the White House 

o Melissa Rogers, Executive Director, White House Office of Faith-based and Neighborhood Part-
nerships 
 Zaki Albarziniji, Associate Director of Public Engagement, White House  
 Chanan Weissman, Associate Director of Public Engagement, White House  

• Comments 
o Martha Kanter, Director, College Promise  

• Remarks 
o  Tom Banchoff, Vice President for Global Engagement, Director of the Berkley Center, 

Georgetown University  
• Closing Remarks 

o Anna Leach, Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships, U.S. Department of Educa-
tion 

 
 
 
 

 1 

 



2:45-4:00pm -- Breakout Session I 

Help Build a Digital Library in the Cloud 
Room: Chapel Hall 

• Description: In response to the worldwide lack of access to books, the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID) has piloted events on several U.S. college campuses to highlight the challenges of global illiteracy. Join a hands-on 
session, in which participants will create a children’s book with free, open-source software and learn about available re-
sources to engage their own communities in global education issues. 

• Facilitator:  Lauren Mims, U.S. Department of Education 
o Christie Vilsack    United States Agency for International Development 
o Amie Harris    United States Agency for International Development 
o Chayva Lehrman   United States Agency for International Development 
o Becky Miller    U.S. Department of Education 
o Brendan Byers    United States Agency for International Development 
o Itzel Fairlie    United States Agency for International Development 
o Josh Joshua    United States Agency for International Development 

 
Faith, Sexuality and Human Rights: Safe Spaces for LGBTIQ People of Faith 
Room: Merrill Learning Center LCB 111 

• Description: How and to what extent can faith communities create safe spaces for LGBTIQ people in their tradi-
tions without injustice, prejudice and exclusion? This panel will consist of religious leaders and educators from 
around the world. 

• Facilitator: Ken Bedell, formerly of the U.S. Department of Education  
o Jide Macaulay    House of Rainbow, United Kingdom, Nigeria 
o Padraig O’Tuama   Corrymeela, Ireland 
o Joas Adiprasetya    Jakarta Theological Seminary, Indonesia  
o Ayanda Nxusani     University of Cape Town, South Africa  

 
Creating Inclusive Programs: Secular Student Engagement in Interfaith 
Room: Merrill Learning Center LCB 112 

• Description: While interfaith programming can create inclusive platforms for diverse groups to come together, 
many interfaith programs struggle to recruit secular students. This workshop will explore data related to secular 
student engagement and representation in interfaith, while offering concrete ideas and suggestions on how to 
find, include, and engage them on your campus. International scholars and faith leaders will share their experi-
ence building stronger links between religious and secular peacebuilders in their work. 

• Facilitator: Nicole Wood, U.S. Department of Homeland Security  
o Nick Stancato     Secular Student Alliance 
o Manuela Kalsky    Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam, Netherlands 
o Obiora Ike    Globethics, Switzerland 
o Geoffrey Baines    University of Edinburgh, Scotland 
o Ertugrul Gokcekuyu   Islamic University of Rotterdam, Netherlands 
o Soledad Catoggio    University of Buenos Aires, Argentina 

 
Finding Common Ground: Interfaith Encounters with Land, Language, and Literature 
Room: Living & Learning Residence Hall 6 MPR 101 

• Description: This session will present an approach to interfaith engagement through a panel featuring faculty and stu-
dents from Nyack College and scholars from both Jewish and Evangelical institutions. Panelists will discuss different 
perspectives on the New Testament and corresponding Jewish literature, archaeological discoveries, and the cultural 
backgrounds that connect Judaism and Christian origins.  

• Facilitator: Acacia Salatti, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
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o R. Steven Notley   Nyack College 
o David Emanuel    Nyack College 
o Jeff Garcia    Nyack College 
o Juan Arias    Nyack College 
o Steven Fine    Yeshiva University 

 
Know Your Neighbor 
Room: Foster Auditorium 

• Description: The Know Your Neighbor Coalition was launched at the White House last December to focus on fos-
tering a nationwide dialogue on the country’s religious diversity and developing a general awareness of major 
faith traditions. This coalition believes that such a dialogue is desperately needed to reduce religious tensions 
and maximize the strength of our American heritage. The panel will highlight the religious diversity in the United 
States and provide the audience with the basic tenants of their faith and give the audience takeaways on people 
can know their neighbors and how knowing one’s neighbor can help solve their community’s challenges. 

• Facilitator: Melissa Rogers, White House Office of Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships 
o Maha Elgenaidi    Islamic Networks Group 
o Nick Little    Center for Inquiry  
o Mary Ellen Giess   Interfaith Youth Core 
o Steve Martin    National Council of Churches 
o Jay Kansara     Hindu American Foundation 

 
Global Arts and Cultural Education as a Tool for Interfaith Peacebuilding 
Room: Elstad Auditorium 

• Description: The arts are an important tool for creating understanding and focusing on our shared humanity.  
These speakers lead creative endeavors in their communities, bringing unlikely groups together to create lasting 
change. Several arts and advocacy projects will be showcased. They introduce the concept of fostering social en-
gagement and volunteerism by connecting public art platforms to social justice and peace initiatives. 

• Facilitator: C. Eduardo Vargas, U.S. Agency for International Development  
o Anja Fahlenkamp   Faiths in Tune, Germany 
o Majeda Omar    Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies, Jordan 
o Siti Syamsiyatun    Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia 
o Dr. Esmilda Abreu   Montclair State University, 
o Kirsten Richert    NeuroLink Institute 
o Orville Morales    Congressman Pascrell, U.S. House of Representatives 

 
Let Girls Learn and The President's Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll 
Room: Hall Memorial Building HMB-n203 

• Description:  Learn about two Administration priorities around community service - The President's Higher Edu-
cation Community Service Honor Roll and Let Girls Learn. Get all your questions answered about how to apply 
for the President's Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll.  Let Girls Learn will present on how institu-
tions of higher education can work together to open the doors of education for girls around the world. 

• Facilitator: Lauren Mamane, Peace Corps  
o Rob Bisi, Corporation for National and Community Service 
o Stacey Ferguson, Peace Corps 
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Understanding How Cultural Values Shape Behavior 
Room: Hall Memorial Building HMB-W220 

• Description: Religion and culture go hand in hand, but often discussions of cultural values are too vague to be instruc-
tive in understanding why people behave the way they do. During this highly interactive session, learn concepts and 
vocabulary that help assess how culture shapes our understanding of time, identity, relationships, and trust. 

• Facilitator: Phoebe Milliken, Hartford Seminary 
 
The Professional Applicability of Interfaith Studies 
Room: Sorenson Language and Communication Center SLCC Atrium 

• Description: The nascent field of interfaith studies has the unique ability to prepare the college students of today to be 
the interfaith leaders of tomorrow, regardless of what career path they choose. This session will address the empirical 
research that demonstrates a need for this type of education, offer personal reflections on how a background in inter-
faith studies has helped to build careers, and discuss how to implement curricular revisions to address this opportunity. 

• Facilitator:  Noah Silverman, Interfaith Youth Core 
o Jacqueline Bussie   Concordia College, Moorhead 
o Medora Frei    Concordia College, Moorhead 
o Rachel Crippen    Concordia College, Moorhead 
o Usra Ghazi    U.S. State Department Office of Religion and Global Affairs  
o Mark Hanshaw    Texas Wesleyan University    

 
Panel Discussion on What Faith-Related Stories are Newsworthy and Why  
Room: Peikoff Alumni House Ole Jim Upper Level  

• Description: The Religion Newswriters Association is the world’s oldest and largest association for professional 
journalists writing about religion, faith, and values in major media outlets. This panel will bring together a select 
cadre of media figures who cover religion to share about their craft and take questions from the audience.  

• Facilitator: Debra Mason, University of Missouri School of Journalism  
o Sarah Pulliam Bailey   The Washington Post 
o Jaweed Kaleem    The Los Angeles Times 
o Elizabeth Dias    TIME Magazine  
o Wajahat Ali    Affinis Labs 

 
What Does Spirituality Mean to Millennials? 
Room: Living & Learning Residence Hall 6 

• Description: Come experience a session with Georgetown University based upon an interreligious dialogue that models 
how to use meditation, spiritual texts, and open conversation to determine what spirituality means to ‘millennials.’ 

• Facilitator: Melody Fox Ahmed, Georgetown University  
o Tim Casey    Georgetown University 
o Lisa Bennett    Georgetown University 
o Piyusha Mittal    Georgetown University 
o Wakaha Sampei    Georgetown University 

 
Curricular Development for Multifaith Education and Intercultural Citizenship 
Room: I. King Jordan Student Academic Center SAC1011  

• Description: Engaging difference and diversity is essential knowledge for our students. The university plays a formative 
role in teaching students how to value diversity in others with dignity and respect on campus and in the wider communi-
ty. These courses and programs highlight successful pedagogical models for global higher education.  

• Facilitator: Marcus Coleman, U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
o Anna Halafoff    Deakin University, Australia 
o Dicky Sofjan    Consortium for Religious Studies, Indonesia 
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o Javier Gelbwaser   Coexistence Middle East at Hebrew University, Israel 
o Sarah Snyder    Archbishop of Canterbury office of Reconciliation, UK 
o Daniel Roth     Bar-Ilan University, Israel 

 
4:15-5:30pm -- Breakout Session II 

A Conversation with Communications Specialists: Telling Our Stories  
Room: Foster Auditorium  

• Description: The Religion Communicators Council’s local DC chapter will offer a potpourri of different methods 
and means for you to build community and communicate about stories of interfaith engagement and communi-
ty service work.  

• Facilitator: Rev. Bud Heckman, Religion Communicators Council 
o Cherilyn Crowe    Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty 
o Jacqueline F. Fuller   Interfaith Connections 
o Steven D. Martin   National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA 
o Joanna Piacenza   Public Religion Research Institute 

 
Institutional Integration of Interfaith Initiatives: Accomplishments, Practices, and Goals 
Room: Merrill Learning Center LCB111 

• Description: Faculty, staff, and students from three institutions of higher education will share complimentary data, re-
sources, and successful practices that support institutional commitment and sustainable interfaith engagement and 
services. The presentation will also discuss how to develop and maintain cross-campus connections as a way to 
institutionalize interfaith work around service. 

• Facilitator: Chad Frey, Messiah College 
o Anne Birberick    Northern Illinois University 
o Afreen Warsi    Northern Illinois University 
o Joe Pritchett    University of Delaware  
o Nicole Wasilus    University of Delaware 
o Sue Serra    University of Delaware 
o Nona Holy    University of Delaware 
o Andrea Miller    University of Delaware 
o Matthew Sayers   Lebanon Valley College 
o Paul M. Fullmer    Lebanon Valley College  
o Victoria Bubacz     Lebanon Valley College 
o Chloe McCarty    Lebanon Valley College 

 
Interfaith Cohort Models and Prophetic Voices  
Room: Living & Learning Residence Hall 6 MPR 101 

• Description: Presenters will share about the Chicago Theological Seminary’s graduate cohort co-curricular model 
that has deepened interreligious engagement with ecological concerns. Additionally, this session will address the 
Collegiate Ministry Office of the United Methodist Church’s cross-disciplinary consultation with college chap-
lains, campus ministers, and students on concerns of student life.  

• Facilitator: Matthew Charlton, General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
o Lisa Seiwert    Chicago Theological Seminary 
o Isabel Abbott    Chicago Theological Seminary 
o Sana Syed    Chicago Theological Seminary  
o Matthew Charlton   General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
o Timothy Moore    General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
o Ron Robinson    Wofford College 
o Lorin Leake    Duke University Divinity School 
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o Maggie Taylor    Boston University School of Theology  
 

Global Peacemakers: Interpersonal Communication for Community Change 
Room: Living and Learning Residence Hall 6 Co-Lab 

• Description: Being able to share your story and hear the stories of others is an effective tool for dissolving barriers 
among people of different faiths. Using a structured dialogue approach, participants from Hartford Seminary and 
from the audience will each get to talk about 1) an experience that shaped their understanding of their own faith 
and 2) experience that shaped their understanding  of interfaith engagement. 

• Facilitator: Heidi Hadsell  & Phoebe Milliken, Hartford Seminary 
o Jacky Manuputty   Hartford Seminary, Indonesia 
o Hans Abdiel Harmakaputra  Hartford Seminary , Indonesia 
o Allen Joseph    Hartford Seminary , India 
o Ayanda Nxusani    Hartford Seminary , South Africa 
o Jafar Morvarid    Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran 

 
Interfaith Engagement with Community Partners 
Room: Elstad Auditorium 

• Description: This presentation will focus on identifying and engaging communities in collaboration with other 
departments and organizations through diverse activities such as interfaith mutual dialogues, service-learning 
and community engagement, and overcoming the challenges that arise from these projects. 

• Facilitator: Marcus T. Coleman, Jr., U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
o Erica Sigauke    Cottey College 
o Renee Hampton   Cottey College 
o Melissa Green    The George Washington University 
o Leah Sakdol    The George Washington University  
o Miriam Roochvarg    North Carolina State University  
o Zandra Wagoner   University of La Verne  
o Cynthia Ramirez   University of La Verne 
o Jesus Orellana    University of La Verne 
o Daisy Perez    University of La Verne 
o Joyce Ayala     University of La Verne 

 
No Place for Hate: Campuses Take the Lead 
Room: I. King Jordan Student Academic Center SAC1011 

• Description: Incidents of bias and hate involving religion have challenged campuses across the country. Come 
learn from colleagues about how campuses, interfaith groups, and community groups can respond to these con-
frontational actions, whether they happen on or off campus.  

• Facilitator: Becca Hartman-Pickerill, Interfaith Youth Core 
o Karin Firoza    Northeastern University 
o Todd Green    Luther College 
o Simran Jeet Singh   Trinity University 
o Hannah Joseph    Benedictine University 
o Abdul Damra     Benedictine University 
o Megan Benham    Benedictine University 
o Anneke Kat    Interfaith Center of Greater Philadelphia 

Sustaining Interfaith Cooperation on Religiously Affiliated Campuses 
Room: Peikoff Alumni House Ole Jim Upper Level  

• Description: This session will explore different routes that religiously affiliated institutions of higher education 
have taken to deepen their commitment to interfaith learning and cooperation in light of their unique identities 

6 

 



and mission. Speakers from Baptist, Catholic, and Lutheran affiliated institutions will share lessons learned in 
their interfaith engagement. Specifically, they will address how religious identity posed unique opportunities 
and challenges for their interfaith initiatives as well as how their work intersects with other issues of diversity 
and inclusion such as those raised by the Black Lives Matter movement.  

• Facilitator: Joseph Morrow, Interfaith Youth Core   
o Joshua R. Ritter    Baylor University 
o Sharyl West Loeung   Baylor University 
o Jon Pahl    Lutheran Theological Seminary of Philadelphia 
o Mercedes Lee     Lutheran Theological Seminary of Philadelphia 
o Claire Noonan    Dominican University 

 
Researching the Religious Landscape 
Room: Merrill Learning Center LCB 112 

• Description: When working with religion in your field or context, understanding the various actors, trends, and 
history that form the religious landscape is important. Learn how to 'map' the religious landscape from the Berk-
ley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs, and the World Faiths Development Dialogue at Georgetown 
University. 

• Facilitator: Melody Fox Ahmed, Georgetown University  
o Lauren Herzog    World Faiths  Development Dialogue 
o Alexandra Stark    Georgetown University 
o Laura O’Brien    Georgetown University 

 
Institutionalizing Interfaith: Inclusion & Civic Engagement 
Room: Hall Memorial Building HMB-N203 

• Description: Interfaith engagement is an emerging institutional commitment that colleges and universities across the 
country are taking on in new and creative ways. Come learn how Grand Valley State University and Tennessee Campus 
Compact (a coalition of 24 member campuses) are working to sustain interfaith engagement in higher education. 

• Facilitator: Eddie Martin, U.S. Department of Justice   
o Katie Gordon    Grand Valley State University  
o Jesse Bernal    Grand Valley State University 
o Douglas Kindschi   Grand Valley State University 
o Marlene Kowalski-Braun  Grand Valley State University 
o Mani Hull    Tennessee Campus Compact 
o Odie Blackmon    Tennessee Campus Compact  

 
Utilizing Community Infrastructure to Meet Individual Needs: Mental Health and Trauma 
Room: Sorenson Language and Communication Atrium 

• Description: In this session, presenters will first outline the impact of Eastern faith traditions on improving men-
tal health outcomes for Asian Americans. Presenters will then share models of building trauma-informed com-
munities that are sensitive to past trauma, avoid re-victimization, are client-centered and driven, and connect 
people with resources to address their trauma.  

• Facilitator: Kimberly Konkel, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
o Suraj Arshanapally   Yale University 
o Kristen Scharlau   City of Tempe 
o Sanghoon Yoo    Arizona State University  
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Interfaith/Intercultural Program Design: Innovative Methods from Around the World 
Room: Hall Memorial Building HMB-W220 

• Description: World events, cultural distinctions, and political environments inform and shape the development 
of interfaith programming.  Learn from leaders who are building peace in their communities through unique 
programs that incorporate new facilitation methods, blended approaches, and new technologies. 

• Facilitator: Mohamed Abdel-Kader, U.S. Department of Education 
o Padraig O’Tuama   Corrymeela,  Ireland 
o Amineh Hoti    Centre for Dialogue and Action, Pakistan 
o Charlotte Dando   European Network of Young Interfaith Leaders, United Kingdom 
o Stephen Shashoua   Plan C -Culture & Cohesion, Netherlands/United Kingdom 
o Jafar Morvarid    Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran 
o Rajil Abdelaziz    Hasan II University, Afkar, Morocco  
o Chantal Suissa-Runne   New We & Younite, Netherlands 

 
Interfaith Engagement Through Mindfulness, Community-Building, and Social Change 
Room: Chapel Hall 

• Description: Hear about creative approaches to building interfaith community in the university setting and wider 
service community. Students will share about using mindfulness for interfaith dialogue and exploration and present 
strategies and successes in building interfaith communities in the university, nonprofit, and social entrepreneurial 
sectors to create social change.  

• Facilitator: Aaron Jenkins, U.S. Department of Commerce 
o Carrie Seigler    Elon University 
o Olivia Arges     Elon University 
o Miranda Baker    Elon University 
o Yasmine Arrington   Howard University School of Divinity 
o Shaundra Cunningham   Howard University School of Divinity 
o Brandon Greene   Howard University School of Divinity 
o Katie Russell    Faith and Politics Institute 

 

5:30-6:45pm:  Evening Reception 
Room: I. King Jordan Student Academic Center Spring Multipurpose Room 
All participants are invited to attend this evening reception, co-sponsored by Interfaith Youth Core, The Division of Higher 
Education, General Board of Higher Education and Ministry of The United Methodist Church, and the Hindu American 
Foundation.  
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Friday, September 23, 2016 

Friday, September 23 
9:00-10:30am:  
Where Do We Go From Here: What Works in Interfaith and the Academy 

• Opening 
o Rev. Brenda Girton-Mitchell, Director, Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships, 

U.S. Department of Education 
• Welcome from the U.S. Department of Education 

o Secretary John King 
• Reflection Remarks 

o Dalia Mogahed, the Director of Research at the Institute for Social Policy and Understanding 
o Eboo Patel, CEO and Founder Interfaith Youth Core 

• Respondents: 
o Eboo Patel, CEO and Founder Interfaith Youth Core, Moderator 
o Varon Soni, Dean of Religious Life at University of Southern California 
o Chris Stedman, Executive Director of the Yale Humanist Community at Yale University 
o Andria Wisler, Executive Director, Center for Social Justice Research, Teaching, and Service, 

Georgetown University 
o Daniel Roth, Rabbi, Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies 

• Questions and Answers 
• Announcements 

o Anna Leach, Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships, U.S. Department of Educa-
tion 

10:45am-12:00pm -- Breakout Session III 

Preventing Violence/Extremism Among Youth: International Voices 
Room: Foster Auditorium 

• Description: Including youth as participants in the PVE/CVE conversation is essential. This session will present 
strategies for engaging youth in the current PVE/CVE dialogue utilizing religious perspectives as a viable re-
sponse to violence. Participants will discuss successful responses and share resources. 

• Facilitator: Oliver Wilcox, U.S. Department of State 
o Priyankar Upadhyaya   Banaras Hindu University, India 
o Piseth Sek    University of Cambodia, Cambodia 
o Dicky Sofjan    Consortium for Religious Studies, Indonesia 
o Radia Bakkouch    Co-Exister, France 
o Jacky Manuputty   Peace Provocateurs, Indonesia 
o Aicha Haddou    Centre for Research Training in Interfaith Relations, Morocco 
o Ali Tariq    International Islamic University/Iqbal International Institute for  

     Research and Dialogue, Pakistan 
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Engaging in Dialogue: Pitfalls, Frameworks, and Best Practices 
Room: Peikoff Alumni House Ole Jim Upper Level 

• Description: As the religious landscape continues to change and demographics shift, college campuses and uni-
versity communities often find that conflict, rather than respect around issues of religion, are the norm.  Many 
universities and organizations are now using dialogue to create safe places where students can learn from each 
other and explore difficult topics.  Join us in a discussion about the challenges and rewards of dialogue, including 
different frameworks and best practices.  

• Facilitator: Kristen Looney, Religious Freedom Center, The Newseum Institute 
o Sabrina Dent    Religious Freedom Center, Newseum Institute  
o Alphonso Saville    Emory University 
o Mary Ellen Giess   Interfaith Youth Core  

 
Exploring Faith That Does Justice: Alternative Breaks and Interfaith Dialogue 
Room: Living & Learning Residence Hall 6 MPR 101 

• Description: Alternative breaks continue to grow in popularity globally among college students across the United States. 
This breakout session presents an opportunity for interfaith dialogue by presenting narratives from and inviting conversa-
tion between two different alternative break programs from two different private universities. 

• Facilitator: Jerry Lawson, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
o Zackary Abu-Akeel   Georgetown University 
o Wakaha Sampei    Georgetown University 
o Emily Muri    Northeastern University 
o Mack Krell    Northeastern University  
o Or Elmaliah     Northeastern University 

 
Exploring Identity Intersection in Student Interfaith Engagement 
Room: Merrill Learning Center LCB111 

• Description: This session explores how religious, spiritual, and values-based identities intersect with other com-
ponents of student identity (race, gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, etc.) Presenters will look at best practic-
es of implementing this intersectionality, lead a student identity panel, and explore various topics such as sex, 
marriage, and (dis)ability through an LGBT and interfaith lens. 

• Facilitator: Timothy Kane, The George Washington University  
o Vineet Chander    Princeton University 
o Raja Bhattar    University of California, Los Angeles  
o Rachel McNeal    University of North Florida 
o Murali Balaji     Hindu American Foundation 
o Adeel Zeb    Claremont University Consortium  

 
Gender, Faith, and Leadership 
Room: Living & Learning Residence Hall 6 Co-Lab 

• Description:  According to 2015 Pew research and 2007 Gallup Polls women improve peacebuilding outcomes 
and are more religious than men, and yet they are often excluded from formal leadership roles, even in inter-
faith work. These organizations and individuals will share examples of women’s leadership from around the 
world, despite facing challenges from gender politics and theological doctrines that often exclude their voices. 

• Facilitator: Eddie Martin, U.S. Department of Justice 
o Lian Gogali    Institute Mosintuwu, Indonesia 
o Geoffrey Baines    University of Edinburgh, Scotland 
o Asma Lamrabet    Rabita de Mohammadia of Ulemas, Morocco 
o Ayanda Nxusani    University of Cape Town, South Africa 
o Majeda Omar    Royal Institute for Interfaith Studies, Jordan 
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o Mohamed Chtatou   Mohammad V University, Morocco  
 
Keep it Working: Sustaining Intercultural Practice and Programming 
Room: Sorenson Language and Communication Center SLCC Atrium  

• Description: It is essential to build relationships and networks across our global educational community to en-
hance student learning, create new programs and partnerships, and work collaboratively to respond to global 
crises. These institutions share a commitment to interfaith service work and fostering international relation-
ships. 

• Facilitator: Lauren Mims, U.S. Department of Education 
o Grace Patterson   World Faith 
o Frank Fredericks   World Faith  
o Sanghoon Yoo    The Faithful City at ASU 
o Vivek Patwari    The Faithful City at ASU 
o Eunae Yoo    The Faithful City at ASU 
o Maeba Jonas    Westminster College 
o Mahogany Thomas   Westminster College 
o Fathimath Shafa   Westminster College 
o Rupa Kumari     Westminster College 
o Pierre “Kendy” Lamour   Westminster College  
o Lejla Dervisevic    Westminster College 

 
Fostering Institutional Partnerships for Interfaith Engagement (Between U.S. and International Institutions) 
Room: Hall Memorial Building N203 

• Description: It is essential to build relationships and networks across our global educational community to en-
hance student learning, create new programs and partnerships, and work collaboratively to respond to global 
crises. These institutions share a commitment to interfaith service work and fostering international relation-
ships. 

• Facilitator: Katherine E. Axelsen Braga, U.S. Department of Agriculture 
o David Udayakumar   Gurukul Lutheran Theological Seminary, India 
o Enoe Texier    Central University of Venezuela, Venezuela 
o Paul Morris    Victoria University, New Zealand 
o Marjan Dema    University of Prishtina, Kosovo 
o Soledad Catoggio   University of Buenos Aires, Argentina  

 
Interfaith Space as Institutional Commitment 
Room: Merrill Learning Center LCB112 

• Description: This session explores institutional commitments to interfaith spaces at three universities: Ohio Wes-
leyan University, Duke University, and the University of the Virgin Islands. Presenters will discuss the residential 
spaces, learning communities, and sanctuary spaces created on these campuses.  

• Facilitator: Ken Bedell, formerly of the U.S. Department of Education 
o Minoka Gunesekera   Duke University 
o Farhan Khan    Duke University  
o Jeff Nelson    Duke University 
o Chenzira Davis Kahina   University of the Virgin Islands 
o Chase M. Smith    Ohio Wesleyan University  
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International Media and Communications Strategies to Combat Intolerance 
Room: I. King Jordan Student Academic Center SAC1011   

• Description:  Experts in international media will share how positive narratives of religion and religious/interfaith 
outreach work have the potential to challenge preconceived notions and educate, rather than promote mistrust 
and misunderstanding. 

• Facilitator: Marcus Coleman, U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
o Chantal Suissa-Runne   New We & Younite, Netherlands 
o Manuela Kalsky    Vrije Universiteit, Netherlands 
o Khalid Saqi    Mohammad VI University, Morocco 
o Alon Goshen-Gottstein   Elijah Interfaith Institute, Israel 
o Zeenat Ali    St. Xavier’s College, India  
o Robert Chase    Intersections International, USA  

 
Welcoming the Stranger: Scriptural Reasoning on Immigration and Migration 
Room: Elstad Auditorium 

• Description: In this session participants will read texts from the Bible, Torah, and Quran on immigration and migration 
to explore what the various traditions say and differ on how to treat the stranger. Scriptural reasoning is not about seek-
ing agreement, but rather increasing understanding and addressing misunderstanding about one another’s traditions. 
We share our differences by exploring texts and their possible interpretations across faith boundaries. The result of this 
is often a much deeper understanding of your own and others’ scriptures. Beyond this, many people develop strong 
bonds within and across faiths and end up working together to tackle some of the really divisive issues affecting their 
communities. 

• Facilitators: 
o Sarah Snyder    Archbishop of Canterbury Office of Reconciliation, UK 
o Ali Tariq    International Islamic University, Pakistan 

 
Building Interfaith Communities of Welcome: Engaging Immigrants, Refugees, and Interna-
tional Students on College Campuses 
Room: Chapel Hall 

• Description: Join us for a panel of universities and colleges invested in the cause of Syrian refugees and immigra-
tion issues. Students and staff from Fisk University, King’s College, and Northeastern University will share meth-
ods and models of innovative programming, as well as different perspectives on building interfaith communities 
of welcome on their campuses. 

• Facilitator: Rev. Brenda Girton-Mitchell, U.S. Department of Education Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships  

o Jason Richard Curry   Fisk University 
o Tina Watson    Fisk University 
o David Popkin    Fisk University 
o Shania Norvell    Fisk University 
o Samuel Adeogun   Fisk University 
o Janice A. Thompson   King’s College 
o Ida Dumbuya    King’s College 
o Jasmine Tabron    King’s College 
o Umar Alkhaldi    King’s College 
o Sara Ahmed    King’s College 
o Alexander Levering Kern  Northeastern University 
o Karin Firoza    Northeastern University 
o Sadiya Gurhan    Northeastern University 
o Irem Girmen    Northeastern University  
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Student Pre-Collegiate Experiences & Expectations 
Room: Hall Memorial Building W220 

• Description: Data shows that there is a significant gap between espousing interfaith values versus actually living 
them out among students in the class of 2019. Panelists will discuss strategies that have been working to close 
that gap, collectively envision strategies for greater engagement in interfaith work, and present cutting edge na-
tional trends. 

• Facilitator:  J.T. Snipes, Interfaith Youth Core 
o Lynne Meyer    Illinois Institute of Technology 
o Bobby Wassel    Saint Louis University 
o Joe Pritchett    University of Delaware 
o Melaina Riley    Oklahoma City University 

 
12:00pm-1:15pm: Lunch Break (Additional Breakouts Provided) 

Interreligious Engagement and Leadership in Theological Schools 
Room: Living & Learning Residence Hall Co-Lab 

• Description: Students from Claremont School of Theology and Emmanuel College of Victoria College from the 
University of Toronto will share their experiences and reflections on future directions in their respective institu-
tions.  Each of these Christian Theological Schools has an established a Muslim Studies program and formal 
training for spiritual care providers, counsellors, and religious leaders from various faith traditions in the same 
classroom.  Each School has also expanded its interreligious programs or institutional connections to include the 
Jewish or Buddhist faith traditions. The different historical and geographic contexts and institutional settings 
provide two successful and dynamic models of systemic and sustainable interfaith engagement, service, and 
leadership. 

• Facilitator:  Mark Toulouse, Emmanuel College of Victoria University in the University of Toronto 
o Lea Appleton     Claremont School of Theology  
o Nevin Reda    University of Toronto  
o Jason Mitchell    Claremont School of Theology 
o Omar Patel    University of Toronto  
o Eric Bridges    Claremont School of Theology 
o Lisa Boyle Wilvert   University of Toronto  

 
The Art of Interfaith and the Interfaith of Art 
Room: Sorenson Language and Communication Center Atrium 

o Description: Grab your lunch and come learn from filmmaker, author, lyricist and composer of INTERFAITH: The Musi-
cal, Ruth Broyd Sharone. Using her songs and lyrics, simultaneously serious and funny, she has created an entertaining 
curriculum to guide participants to deeper levels of empathy for those they do not know or appreciate...as yet! There is 
an art to celebrating our rich cultural and religious diversity. Art can also provide unique opportunities for cross-cultural 
exploration and discovery, promoting the kind of experiences that allow us to learn about "the other" and to increase 
our capacity for empathy as we endeavor to build relationships of trust and mutual respect.   

• Facilitator: Ruth Broyd Sharone, Interfaith: The Musical 
 
Luncheon with the United Methodist Office of College Ministry  
Room: Living & Learning Residence Hall MPR 101 

• Description: If you work at a United Methodist-related college or university, participate in a United Methodist-related 
campus ministry, or are United Methodist, the Office of College Ministry at the General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry invite you to share in a lunch together. Please contact our office to RSVP and order your boxed lunch, smis-
ner@gbhem.org. We look forward to sharing in the meal with you and in discussing the best ways that our office might 
support you in your interfaith work on your campus. 
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Friday, September 23 
1:30-3:00pm  
Where Do We Go From Here: Welcoming Communities 

• Opening 
o Melissa Rogers, Executive Director, White House Office of Faith-based and Neighborhood Part-

nerships  
• Celebration of the Honor Roll 

o Wendy Spencer, CEO, Corporation for National and Community Service 
• Keynote 

o Rev. John McCullough, Church World Service  
• Every Campus A Refuge  

o Danna Van Brandt, Office of Population, Refugees and Migration, U.S. Department of State, 
Moderator 

o Guilford College 
 Diya Abdo, Founder and Director, Every Campus A Refuge 
 Rev. Dr. Jennie S. Knight, Co-Director of Every Campus a Refuge 

o Northeastern University 
 Alexander Levering Kern, Executive Director, Center for Spirituality, Dialogue, and Ser-

vice 
o Grand Valley State University  

 Katie Gordon, Program Manager, Kaufman Interfaith Institute 
o Mohammed Badran, VU Amsterdam University, Syrian Volunteers in the Netherlands 

• Question and Answer 
• Concluding Remarks 

o Rev. Brenda Girton-Mitchell, Director, Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships, 
U.S. Department of Education 
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