Yu Jin (Eunice) Kim

21-years-old, born in Korea, and currently lives in San Diego, California.

“I know what it means to be undocumented. I also know what it’s like to live in poverty […] DACA has given me the strength to not only pursue my own goals, but it’s given me confidence that I can make a positive difference in my community.”


My name is Yu Jin (Eunice) Kim. I am currently a pre-med, undergraduate student at the University of California, San Diego majoring in General Biology. I am a DACA recipient. I work as the Family Engagement Assistant at the Undocumented Student Services Center on my school campus. I was born in South Korea.	

My parents wanted to achieve the American Dream. Inspired by stories of wealth, happiness, and equality in the United States, my parents decided to leave our South Korean homeland in the summer of 1998. 

With the help of the Korean Resource Center in Los Angeles, both my younger sister and I were able to progress through the DACA application process. If it was not for the Korean Resource Center, I think that it would have been very unlikely that I would have been able to apply for DACA considering that I did not have access to any legal advice or attorneys. My major barrier was the fee for the application and biometrics. It was very difficult for my parents whose salary is below the federal poverty level. Unfortunately, I did not qualify for the fee exemption.

We overcame this barrier by cutting down on our living expenses. I remember going through several months in my last year of high school with very little food. It hurt because I could not ask my parents for food knowing that they had enough financial concerns. I went to bed hungry on many nights.

With DACA, I have valid work authorization and I have been able to work to pay for my living expenses. My parents do not support me financially and I can even give a portion of my earnings to my parents, to support them.

I know what it means to be undocumented. I also know what it’s like to live in poverty. Having been uninsured, undocumented, and below federal poverty level, social and economic challenges are intricately woven into my life. But with DACA, I have been able to interpret each obstacle as an opportunity to mature into a mentally strong person and cultivate a sense of self-perseverance. DACA has given me the strength to not only pursue my own goals, but it’s given me confidence that I can make a positive difference in my community. As a doctor and clinical researcher, I hope to cultivate a mature moral consciousness and to be of greater service to my community in ways that they deserve. 
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