Vishal Disawar

21-years-old, Indian, born in the Philippines, and currently lives in Chicago, Illinois.

“A couple of months after I received DACA, my dad suffered from a heart attack. Because I got DACA, because I got a driver’s license and the ability to drive a car, I was able to care for my family while my dad was in the hospital recovering […] DACA has helped me take care of them”


My name is Vishal Disawar. I’m a student at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign double majoring in computer science and political science. I was born in Angeles City in the Philippines, though my parents are from India. We came to the United States when I was seven years old. We flew to New York for a surgery my sister needed. She had a rare heart defect, which created a hole between the two bottom chambers of her heart. She had open-heart surgery at the University of Chicago in 2003. We were here on a six-month visa, but my sister’s treatment was going to take much longer than that, so my family had to make a difficult decision: either stay and have my sister get her heart surgery or leave and jeopardize her life. Out of love, my parents decided to stay. 

I learned that I was undocumented in high school. My parents said I couldn’t get a driver’s license and that I couldn’t work. They also mentioned that it might be very difficult for me to go to college because of my undocumented status.

I applied for DACA right when President Obama announced it. I applied for DACA because it provided temporary relief from deportation if granted. That was a big plus. Another big reason I applied for DACA was so that I could finally start integrating into life in this country. Having DACA has been great. I started to feel like I belong here. I started feeling a small sense of protection and a greater sense of being able to apply for college and being able to pursue my dreams. 

A couple months after I received DACA, my dad suffered from a heart attack. Because I got DACA, because I got a driver’s license and had the ability to drive a car, I was able to care for my family while my dad was in the hospital recovering. DACA has helped me take care of them. Having DACA continues to help me, and I have been able to do two summer internships at technology companies, one in Chicago my freshman year and one in San Francisco my sophomore year.

The advice I would give to others when applying for DACA is to be fearless. Apply for DACA because it can impact your life and can change it for the better. I can see my future now, and you can too. 

I want to launch my own startup in the United States in the political field. I want to use my skills and my passion for this field to significantly impact and improve civic engagement in this country so that diverse voices will be heard more and have a bigger impact on this country.
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