Tina Sharma

22-years-old, Indian, born in India, and currently lives in Nashville, Tennessee.

“DACA gave me control to pursue my dreams.”


My name is Tina and my family migrated from India. My dad came on a business visa in 1998 and my sister and I joined him later. Due to a series of incidents, including problems with adjusting our immigration status, my father wasn’t able to renew our visas. My dad thought about taking us back to India, but by this time we had settled in and began our lives in America. My dad even invested in a business and bought a car. 

Though I graduated at the top of my class, because of my lack of immigration status, I was the only one in my class that did not go onto college. After high school graduation, I had been working on immigration issues with the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition and was falling in love with public service and policy work. Then in 2012, I was speaking at a leadership event in Nashville where the provost of a university heard me speak. He told me he was so impressed with me, he wanted to offer to give me a scholarship to Belmont University. That year DACA was announced. 

To be honest, I wasn’t nervous to apply for DACA. I had been working on this issue for so long, that my reaction was more like, “FINALLY!” My parents are also really aware of current events and how immigration works, so they weren’t scared about the process or about giving the government our personal information. 

I applied as soon as I got the opportunity and it was the best decision I've ever made. DACA has allowed me to work, graduate, and led me to this amazing job at Google. I put so much hard work into my school and education and thanks to DACA I am now able to see the fruits of my labor. It was the best decision of my life and I can now pursue all my dreams. I wouldn't be able to do all the cool things that I'm doing if I hadn't gotten it. DACA gave me control to pursue my dreams.
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