Syeda Raza
 
22-years-old, born in Pakistan, and currently lives in Lombard, Illinois.
 
“If I didn’t have DACA, there’s a good chance that I would’ve had to drop out of college because I wouldn’t have been able to work and pay for school”
 
My name is Syeda Raza. I am a currently a graduate student at the University of Illinois at Chicago’s College of Education and a DACA recipient. In addition to working towards becoming an educator, I am a research assistant exploring issues related to immigrant-origin, specifically undocumented, students and ways to better support them on college campuses.
I was born in Karachi, Pakistan. My parents immigrated to the United States when I was five months old in March 1994. Driven by partly economic reasons, my father had to take care of not only my mom and myself, but as the oldest of five siblings, he had to support the entire family. Additionally, my parents wanted to provide me with the greatest possible education, especially since educational opportunities for girls in Pakistan are very limited. In order to make the journey, my parents sold everything they had. They came to the United States unable to speak English but having the courage to come to a foreign land to start a new life for the sake of their daughter. Initially, we were granted a tourist visa, which eventually expired; thus making us undocumented. 
Since DACA was established through an executive action by President Obama a few months before the election in 2012, my family advised me to wait until he was reelected to apply. Even after, my parents feared that providing my personal information would open up the possibility of deportation if my application was rejected. The fee was the other major barrier because I come from a low-income family and living paycheck-to-paycheck made it difficult to save enough money to apply for DACA.
Although it took some time, I was able to convince my parents that I needed to apply for DACA in order to be able to legally work and pay for my college expenses. At the time, DACA was a risk that I was willing to take especially since I was a perfect candidate for the policy. With regards to the fee, my parents borrowed money from a family friend so that I could apply for DACA. We also hired a lawyer, since I didn’t know about any community organizations that could provide me support in my application. I applied for DACA in January 2014, and it was officially approved in July 2014.
Through DACA, I have been able to work and secure paid research opportunities which have allowed me to save money to pay for my college tuition. Without DACA, there’s a good chance that I would’ve had to drop out of college because I wouldn’t have been able to work and pay for school. In fact, having DACA was crucial in my ability to successfully graduate college and earn my undergraduate degree.
For those afraid to apply, I would recommend researching DACA more to see if it is for you. Speak to individuals from community organizations or other experts to make sure that you are a good candidate for the policy. I believe that DACA provides an enormous amount of support and opens up many new opportunities that may not have been accessible before, which is why I think the benefits outweigh any potential risks that someone may see in DACA. I would also recommend seeking out community organizations which focus on immigration because many of these organizations provide free workshops on how to apply for DACA. Ultimately, DACA has been an important first step in the right direction in addressing some of the challenges faced by many undocumented students across the country.
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