Saba Nafees

23-years-old, born in Pakistan, and currently lives in Fort Worth, Texas.

“Due to this one executive action, every single aspect of my life in the U.S. changed for the better. This included being able to work, being able to relieve financial stress from my parents, being able to travel throughout the nation and abroad, among many other aspects.”
 
My name is Saba Nafees. I am currently pursuing my Ph.D. in Mathematical Biology at Texas Tech University and I am a DACA recipient. I was born in Pakistan and grew up in Fort Worth, Texas.

My family first came to the US on April 27, 2004 on visitors visas. My grandparents had sponsored our green cards when my grandfather fell fatally ill. My grandfather’s illness compelled us to move to the U.S. much quicker than expected. After my grandfather’s death, my father did not want to leave my grandmother alone, so we stayed. My grandmother passed away shortly thereafter and we were left without a way forward. We were left undocumented. This put us in a difficult position as moving back to Pakistan would prove to be dangerous and our education in the U.S. had already started. 

From the moment my family heard about DACA, we were extremely enthusiastic to attain the many opportunities that would become available as recipients. The barriers we faced existed mainly in the absence of DACA. As soon as it became a reality, we made it a priority to set aside the funds necessary and apply for DACA. It was not easy to set aside the financial resources for our family since my father was the only one working and his earnings were well below the poverty threshold. I applied as soon as the first applications were starting to be submitted. My two older sisters (26 and 25) and I applied in early fall of 2012 and received DACA in early 2013.

DACA has allowed me to continue to live in the country. When it was announced, I had just finished my freshman year as an Honors student at Texas Tech University. Without it, I would not have been able to pursue my education and would not be able to support myself. I was able to finally get paid for the research I did. Due to this one executive action, every single aspect of my life in the U.S. changed for the better. This included being able to work, being able to relieve financial stress from my parents, being able to travel throughout the nation and abroad, among many other aspects.

I truly believe that those who are eligible for DACA should apply as soon as possible. One should not waste any moment trying to obtain this immense resource.

[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]I hope that more students take advantage of this resource and continue to fight. If we do not join hands and advocate together, then our nation will not be compelled to pass comprehensive immigration reform. We must increase awareness about the situation that affects over 11 million undocumented people living in the United States.
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