Riya Nathrani

22 years old, born in India, and currently lives in the Northern Mariana Islands.

“Being undocumented can crush your dreams, restrain your ambitions, and can mean constantly living in fear. With DACA, I have become a valuable asset to my community and its economy. I finally have the same opportunities that my documented peers have taken advantage of throughout their entire lives. With DACA, I can now support myself and my family financially and achieve my personal and professional dreams”

My name is Riya Nathrani. My parents migrated to the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) from India in 1998. They were determined to give their children a better future. My parents worked multiple labor-intensive jobs for minimum wage ($3.05) with no employment benefits such as healthcare.

In 2009, U.S. immigration law replaced CNMI law. Due to this change, many people were unable to qualify for a permanent immigration status and were therefore left undocumented. In my case, I was no longer considered a dependent of my parents because of my age. I was already 18 years old. This is how I became undocumented and qualified for DACA. 

Because the CNMI went through a period of transition with its immigration system, there was and is still a lot of confusion about which immigration laws apply to the CNMI and which do not. I first heard about the DACA policy through an immigration lawyer. I decided to apply and was approved. My father was my main supporter as we went through the application process; he provided me with endless encouragement. Fortunately, my parents were able to cover the application fee. The amount was a small price to pay compared to the extraordinary benefits that lay ahead. I applied in June 2013.

Being undocumented can crush your dreams, restrain your ambitions, and can mean constantly living in fear. With DACA, I have become a valuable asset to my community and its economy. I finally have some of the same opportunities that my documented peers have taken advantage of throughout their entire lives. With DACA, I can now support myself and my family financially and achieve my personal and professional dreams.

DACA has given me countless opportunities to support myself, my education, and my family financially. Before receiving DACA, I was unable to work, open a bank account, or even apply for a Social Security number. Upon being approved, I applied for a part-time job on campus, applied for a Social Security number, and opened a bank account. I was even able to receive a couple of scholarships. Another benefit of receiving DACA was being able to travel and then return safely to the CNMI. Last summer, I was able to visit family in India who I had not seen for over ten years.

DACA changed my life for the better—there is no getting around that. I am not one to take risks in life, but if I had not applied for DACA when I did, I cannot imagine being able to complete my education or supporting myself financially. I can now achieve my personal and professional dreams thanks to this policy. There are many struggles that undocumented immigrants have to go through. DACA may not be a pathway to citizenship, but it is surely the next best thing.
Being brought to the CNMI at a young age was no more mine than being born, but the following years taught me how to prevail over hardships, maintain hope, and hold on to what I believe in. I grew up pledging allegiance every day in my classroom to the U.S. flag while learning U.S. history and being immersed in the American education system. 

I decided to pursue my degree in education at Northern Marianas College in the hope that I will be able to teach and mentor marginalized youth and promote positive racial identities in my community. My family relocated to Saipan in search of a better life and having found my passion in teaching, I wish to help my students create a better life for themselves through access to quality education. I also work part-time at the Information Technology Department on campus and have been a part of my college's student government for the past three years. 
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