Qurtul (Ainee) Ain

25-years-old, born in Pakistan, and currently lives in Austin, Texas.

“Without DACA, I wouldn’t be able to live my life with any sense of security.” 

My name is Ainee. I’m 25-years-old. I recently graduated from college and I’m now working for a non-profit organization that advocates for immigration reform.

My family and I came to the U.S. from Pakistan when I was 2-years-old. I was diagnosed with cancer as a toddler and we initially came to the U.S. on a medical visa. We became undocumented after our visa expired. Like many undocumented families, my family has been working for decades to address our immigration status. My father is an electrical engineer. He tried applying for an H-1B visa for highly-skilled workers. We also tried to apply for asylum, since we belong to a religious minority in Pakistan and we’ve always seen the U.S. as a place where one can escape religious persecution. 

When DACA was first announced, I knew I had to apply. It was towards the end of college and I was so uncertain of what, if anything, I would be able to do next because of my immigration status. I was actually still waiting for my DACA to be approved after I graduated. This was one of the hardest periods in my life. This period made clear that without DACA, I wouldn’t be able to live my life with any sense of security. 

When I was little, I used to want to be an astronaut, and then a journalist. But now, I think I’ve found a home in the immigrant-rights movement. 
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