Madiah Ahmed

22-years-old, born in Pakistan, and currently lives in New York, New York.

“Without DACA, I wouldn’t have been eligible for the scholarship I received that helped me get through college […] without this, I wouldn’t be pursuing my law degree today”

My name is Madiah Ahmed. I’m 22-years-old. I recently graduated from college and I’m currently preparing for law school.

My family came to the U.S. from Pakistan in 2003. We came with my father on his work visa. When his job was terminated, instead of going back to Pakistan, we stayed here. My dad knew that we would have to stay in the U.S. in order for us to get a better education. Part of our immigration story is that we’ve always had some sort of immigration application in the pipeline. My dad is an engineer for a construction company and even though it has taken a long time, we have our fingers crossed that he’ll get his green card soon. My dad has worked for over a decade now to adjust our immigration status. I have 3 other siblings. So as soon as DACA was announced, my dad submitted applications for all of us. Paying the application fees was difficult, but he used our savings and he got it done. We all have DACA now thanks to him. 

DACA has opened so many doors. Without DACA, I wouldn’t have been eligible for the scholarship I received that helped me get through college. The scholarship paid my tuition and I even got a stipend for books. Without this, I wouldn’t be pursuing my law degree today. I know it may not be an easy process to get DACA, but it is worth it in the end. 

When I was little, I wanted to be a cop. I still want to go into public service, but now I want to be an attorney, possibly a public defender. 
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