Hye Rein Mok

19-years-old, born in Korea, and currently lives in Los Angeles, California.

“When I received DACA […] I almost cried for joy. My family isn’t that well off […] The thought of finally being able to work made me feel independent and complete”

My name is Hye-Rein Mok and I live in Los Angeles, California. I plan on being an illustrator after I graduate from California State University, Long Beach. I am a DACA recipient and was born in South Korea.	

My family and I came to the U.S. in 2003, but we didn’t immigrate together. First, my dad came and met my aunts who were already here. Then, I came with my youngest aunt and my step-mom and step-sister arrived after us. I realized that I was undocumented much later. My parents never told me I was undocumented and I only learned about my status when I began to apply for colleges. After asking my dad for my social security number, he told me the truth about the status of our family. My family stayed in the U.S. because of better opportunity, better jobs, and a better life for the whole family. 

I applied for DACA in October 2015 after a close friend of mine told me how she was able to obtain DACA, which allowed her to apply for work authorization and a social security number. Thanks to the Korean Resource Center (KRC), I was able to take the right steps to apply for DACA. When I received my papers in the mail, I almost cried from joy. My family isn’t that well-off and the thought of finally being able to work made me feel independent and complete. Although, DACA doesn’t give me immigration status, I am very grateful for the work opportunity.

There is really nothing to be scared about. If you’re still having doubts, there are lots of community organizations, like KRC who can help people with questions about DACA.
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