Agnes Soelaiman

17-years-old, born in Indonesia, and currently lives in New York, New York.

“We trusted that it was okay to apply for DACA because President Obama announced the policy.”

My name is Agnes Soelaiman. I’m 17-years-old and I’m currently a college student in New York. 

My immigration story is kind of hard for me to reflect on. My parents initially went to the U.S. to work and left me with my grandparents in Indonesia. After my parents got settled in the U.S., I left Indonesia and reunited with them in New York. I remember holding a grudge against my parents when I was little because they left me. But as I grew older I came to understand why they did what they did—it was to provide a better life for us.

My dad is a kitchen helper and my mom is a waitress. They work so hard because they want to see me and my younger sister, who was born in the U.S., do well. They, like most parents, want to give us opportunities that they didn’t have. So as soon as we heard about DACA, we knew it would be life changing. We applied right away. We trusted that it was okay to to apply for DACA because President Obama announced the policy. I actually first applied when I was 14-years-old. Of course, I was too young for DACA then and my application was sent back, but we reapplied as soon as I became eligible. 

I’m only 17, but I feel like I have a strong sense of what I want to do in my career. I want to be an immigration lawyer. I’ve interned at a non-profit organization that provides legal services to immigrants. I’m also starting to look at what my options are for law school. The reason why I want to be an immigration attorney is because I understand the hardships that come with being undocumented. I want to help people understand that even though they may be undocumented, they still have rights. This is important for me because I don’t want children to give up on their future because of their immigration status.
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